O May 28th, 1943, the Equal Rights Amendment 
was placed on the Calendar of the Senate of the 
United States, for the third time in history, but by a 
larger vote than ever before and early enough in the 
session so that there will be ample time for passage of 
the amendment during the 78th Congress and refer- 
ence to the States for immediate ratification. A note 


Another Milestone Pass 
Wr 


said I. A chilly voice replied: “Well, it will 
than that to pass it.” = 


porary of Congrea® 
Received 
the Equal Rights Amendment to 


I made no reply. Already my mind was 


thinki 
through a vista of thirty years to that day in Decem- 


ber, 1912, when Alice Paul, our present dynamic Chair- 


7 man, asked me to help start a group to pass the woman 


of optimism pervades the discus- suffrage amendment, and I re- 
sion of the subject by our friends * called as in a dream all the 
in who with good 82 oe events that made this moment 
udgment, are already discuss- | Equal Rights Amendment ble. Through the many days 

with the governors of their 2 saw, in my vision, the proces- 


States the best methods of equal - 
izing State laws, so that they 
ny equally to men and 


en. 
Senator Austin of Vermont 
(R) presented to the Senate, 
during the course of the after- 
noon of May 28, the Judici 
Committee Report on the 
ment as follows: 


(To accompany 8. J. Res. 25) 
“The Committee on the Judi- 


duly considered the same, now count of sex. 


As Reported To The Senate 


not be denied or the 
United States or | State on ac- 


sion of friends and fellow work- 
ers never stopping, never tiring, 
always marching forward, th 

lives. illumined with the single 
purpose, to liberate the lives of 


women, first securing the 
vote, and secondly, by endeavor- 
ing to secure for them equal con- 


stitutional status with men. 
Believing, with the Psalmist, 
that a “joyful noise and thanks- 
giving” are the essential reaction 
to a blessing bestowed, a tele- 
a we at once dispatched to 
r Austin expressing the 
warm thanks of all members of 
the National Woman’s Party. 
Senator AUSTIN of Vermont, 
it will be recalled, a member of 
the Sub-Committee of the Sen- 
ate Judiciary, handled the case 
for the Amendment in the Com- 
mittee, He presented the argu- 
ments for the Amendment and 
spoke at length in its favor. Sen- 


women, and submit report No. 267) 
The Vice-President then said: 5 
“Without objection, the will be received, 


(Congressional Record, May 28, 1948, page 5096). 
I was seated in the gallery on that afternoon, listen- 


ing to the debate on the renewal of the reciprocal trade 


agreements when Senator Austin made his electrifying 
report, Thrilling as the debate on the trade agreements 
had been and deeply interested as I was, the room 
seemed 9 of a great light and impulsively, 
I said, to ah own neighbor: Did you hear that?” 
‘Hear what?” said she. “Why the favorable report of 


ator Austin was supported by 
Senator LANGER of North Dakota 


and Senator WHEELER of Montana, both of whom 


argued in behalf of the measure. 

Senator KILGORE of West Virginia, who had given 
effective aid as chairman of the Sub-Committee, was 
unavoidably absent because of illness but sent his 
proxy. Senator MCFARLAND of Arizona, also a member 


of the Sub-Committee, and one of the leading advo- 


cates of the Amendment in the Senate, was unable to 
be present because of other duties but sent his proxy. 


Senator O’MAHONEY, who had been absent from the 


Senate for several weeks because of illness, sent his 

proxy and a strong message urging action on the 

Amendment. Senator VAN Nurs, airman of the 

Committee, who had arranged to have the Amendment 

placed on the agenda for the meeting of the 24th, was 

absent because of illness but sent his proxy. Senator 
(Continued on Page 46) 
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“Theat the following article is proposed os | 
an amendment te the Coastitution of the 
United States, which shall be valid fo all ! 
intents ond perposes as part of the Constitu- | 
tion if ratified by the legislatures of three- | 
fourths of the several States within nine years: | 
REPORT “ARTICLE... | 
1 
ciary to whom was referred the | 
> fut ravorabl' 
and recommend that, as amended, have power, within their respective jurisdic- na: 
the resolution. do pass.” | tions te enforce this article by appropriate 
In making the report Senator 6. 5 
“This amendment shall teke effect five | 
r. Presiden Com- years after ratification.” | 
mittes on the fedislaty behalf 
of the Senator 
Senato 
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Joint No. with in House 
< tatives Represen e Ladlow forty- 
co-sponsors, Unanimously approved diciary 

— — March 8, 1943. 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 25 Introduced J 21, 1 in 
Senate by Senator Guy M. Gillette (Iows twen 2 
favorably the Judi Committee, with 


co-sponsors. Reported 
amendments, to the Senate, May 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL 
WOMAN’S PARTY 


onal Council from its mem 


July 19, 1943, Seneca Falls Day 


Let us not forget the women founders of the Rights 
movement, who, 195 years ago, at Seneca Falls, N. Y., adopted 
a Declaration of Sentiments and outlined the gri 
felt to exist. One of their resolutions reads: 


“Resolved, That the women of this country ought to 
be enlightened in regard to the laws er which 
they live, that they ge A no longer publish their de- 
gradation by decla emselves satisfied with their 


t position, nor their ignorance, | by asserting that 
i we all the rights they want.” 


In line with this Resolution of our Pioneer Founders, it is sug- 
that you, Dear Reader, write a letter to the Editor of your 

ome paper, recalling this historic occasion and lamenting that 
women are still eae to achieve full justice and equality 


under the law with men. facts a be secured from Mary 
ne 3 Librarian, 144 B Street, Northeast, Wash- 
ington, D. 


Note: 


Another Milestone Passed 


(Continued from Page 45) 


WHERRY, who was in Nebraska, had arranged before 
leaving Washington for his vote to be cast for the 
Amendment. 


The vote og as follows: Yes: Van Nuys (D), Ind; 
Hatch (D), N. M.; O’Mahoney (D), Wyo.; Chandler 
(D), Ky.; Kilgore (D), W. Va.; McFarland (P), 
Ariz.; Wheeler (D), Mont. ; Austin (R), Vt.; Wiley 
(R), Wis. : Langer (R), N. D.; Ferguson (R), Mich.; 
Wherry (R), Neb. 12 ayes. | 

No: McCarran (D), Nev.; Connally (D), Texas; 
Murdock (D), Utah; Danaher (R), Conn.; Revercomb 
(R), W. Va. 5 nays. Senator Chas O. Andrews (D), 
Fla., was absent without proxy. 

It will be remembered that on April 12 the full 
Judiciary Committee voted, 12 to 4, with two Senators 
absent without proxies, in favor of equality for women 
in the Constitution but recommended a new wording 
for the Amendment. After many conferences between 
members of the Judiciary Committee and representa- 
tives of the women’s organizations supporting the 
Amendment, agreement was finally reached on the 
draft given on the cover. 


Explanation of Changes in the Equal Rights Amendment 
as Given By Members of the Judiciary Committee 


The main clause of the Amendment as reported by the 
Judiciary Committee, 


—— y of rights under the law shall not be denied or 
ab 


5 Amendment. This draft had been 
N as an alternative wording by the National Council 
the Woman's Party at its January (1943) meeting, to be 

held in reserve for use in case of need. On Ma 10 a letter 
was sent to the Judiciary Committee from the Women’s Joint 
Legislative Committee for Equal Rights, in the name of twenty 
national women’s organizations, endorsing this alternative draft, 
in case of change of wording by the Judiciary * 
After 1 much discussion, the Judiciary Committee — — 
alternative wore pee proposed by the women’s organiza 

The Judiciary Committee, in voting to report out the Amend- 
ment, added a provision to the preamble that all ratifications 
must take place within nine years after the submission of the 
Amendment by Congress. The purpose of this provision is to 
speed up ratification and to prevent ag from linger- 
ing indefinitely before the States for ratification, as in the case 

e ary 0 

had originally read, 


“Congress 
appropriate legislation,” 


to read: 


“Congress and the several States —_ have power, 
within their respective jurisdictions, to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation.” 


was made 
The Judi N added a new section: 


“This Amendment take effect five years after the 
date of ratification.” 


This addition was in order to give time to the States to bri 
their property, inheritance, and other laws into harmony 
the new equality provision of es Constitution. 


—— 

As soon as he 

Judiciary Committee, Senator Charles L. McNary of Oregon 

(Republican), Minorit Leader in the Senate, congratulated rep- 

resentatives of the Woman's Party, telling them of his own 

8 He added: I will let Mrs. cNary know imme- 
tely. I know how delighted she will be.” 


Senator Langer of North Dakota (Republican) said: 


“The vote of twelve to five in our Committee shows 
how the sentiment in favor of the Equality Amendment 


(Continued on Page 50) 


meet “States Rights” objections. 
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Distinguished Citizens Endorse The Amendment 


Laramie (Wyo.) AAUW Endorses Amendment 


On January 20, 1943, the Laramie Branch of the 
American Association of University Women went on 
record favoring the Equal Rights Amendment. 


The question was debated in committee and also in 
the open meeting where the final vote was taken. The 
vote was unanimous for the amendment. | 


While the national organization has never su 

this amendment, the Wyoming women felt very 
strongly that since Wyoming was the first state to 
write the equal rights of women into her constitution 
that they could not place one stumbling block in the 
way for other women to obtain these rights. Had 
other laws been effective to bring about this equality 
all of the women in the United States would today have 
Equal Rights. There is little doubt but that a constitu- 
tional amendment is the only way. 

ALUW dated Mew orton, Legislative Chairman 

UW, Laramie, Wyoming, dated May 8, 1943). 


* * 


“Straight From The Shoulder” 


Our old friend, Frank Putnam, distinguished pub- 
licist and writer, says of the Equal Rights — - 


2 Rights Amendment does not call for an 
ropriation nor necessitate additional public officers 


supported by the taxpayers. 
“It does not diminish the legal rights of men. 


property and 
— — rights with men under all the laws of the 


to 


“It is a new charter of human freedom, granted to 
53,000,000 female citizens of the Republic. 


“The Equal Rights Amendment grants them | fe 
rights commensurate with the legal acne Oo 
imposed on them by the XIXth Amendment and makes 


them, with their fathers, husbands, bro 
and sons, y responsible and competent citizens 
the Republic. 


“The Senator or 
mission of the Equal 
for ratification either 
exercise the natural 
to deny them these 


Another good friend of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, in the past, the late Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, defined 
“horse sense as merely “stable thinking“. 


tative who opposes sub- 
hts Amendment to the States 
s women incompetent to 
— of freemen or he wishes 


Frank Putnam illustrated the truth of that bon mot 


when he made the above statement for EQUAL RIGHTS 
at the time the amendment was first introduced into 
Congress, in 1923. 


* 


Statement by Miss Fannie Ratchford 


Author and Scholar, Head of the Rare Books Col- 
lections University Texas Library, 
Austin Texas, May, 1948 


“The ee of the Equal Rights Amendment will 
mean the rectification of an obvious defect in the frame- 
work of our Government. The Equal Rights Amend- 
ment is definitely on its way and nothing less than total 
devastation of the democratic ideals and institutions 
can long delay it.“ 


Statement by Albert Field Gilmore 
ay, . 


* posed amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, termed the Equal Rights Amendment, is 
80 manifestly just that it is not understandable how 
there can be any opposition to it. Womanhood has so 
impressively proved its position in society that there 
can be no slightest question as to the worthiness of 
—— to share eq with men in every department 
e 

“More than forty years ago, as a member of the 

Maine Legislature, I signed a memorial to Congress 


asking for a Woman’s Suffrage Amendment to the 


Constitution. I was in New York during the campaign 
for equal pay for women in the schools, and was a 
most hearty supporter of it. 

“If there has ever been any doubt about the capa- 
bility, worthiness, and patriotism of womanhood it cer- 
tainly has been dispelled by the part that women are 
playing in the present world conflict. It would be a 
sad commentary upon our social order if a country 
insisting so vehemently upon the Four Freedoms should 
reject this Amendment.” 


Statement by Hon. Joseph C. O’Mahoney 
Senator from Wyoming, May 29, 1943 
“As a representative of the first state in the Union to 
ey woman suffrage, I am most happy to have been 


position to assist in obtaining a favorable report 
on the Equal Rights Amendment.’ 


First Woman Doctor In Army 
Calls Acceptance “Progress” 


The of American women doctors to the 
Medical Co is their “second test step forward,” accord- 
ing to Maj. argaret D. C woman so commissioned. 

The first t step forward came almost 100 years ago 
when Elise Blackwell won admission to a medical school 

Major Craig is on leave from her post as dean of the 


Women’s Medical College in Philadelphia, founded in 1850 
because Dr. Blackwell had found it difficult to gain admittance 
to an all-male medical school. 


Major Craighill arrived in Washington 
commission and begin duties as 2 of 

all women in the Army. A gynecologist, she is in the Preventive 
Medicine Department of the Medical — 

Although active in the hs e no- woman policy of 
the Medical Corps, Major ill had not herself reviously 
volunteered for service. The Surgeon General’s invitation to 
come to Washington as the first woman appointed came as a 

surp 
. J. L. Vickers, is a Greenwich (Conn.) 


ͤ wilh be placed to the 
need for their particular skill and will not concentrate like the 
on treating women. 

There has 
cants at medical schools because the women know that all 
are at least temporarily open to them now, said the major. 

Top- flight women doctors who would not apply for military 
service when only the WAAC was open to them, are now writing 
to the major and the Surgeon General's office for admission to 


the regular co 
Major Crai almost —＋ the British Medical Corps in 
2 along with Dr. Barbara Stimson, niece of the Secretary 


War. A K — C., May 30, 1943.) 


— — — — 
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A Great Victory Won! 


Florida Legislature Passes Bill Removing 
Legal Disabilities Of Married Women 


By MARJORIE VARNER 


Attorney-at-Law, Pub. Ch. of the Miami Branch, Natl, Assn. of Women Lawyers; 
also Pub. Ch., South Florida Branch, National Woman’s Party. 


FTER EIGHT YEARS of continuous effort, Ethel 
Ernest Murrell, Florida State Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party and Florida Vice-Chairman 
of the National Association of Women Lawyers, now 
rejoices over passage by the State Legislature of the 
bill for removal of the legal disabilities of married 
women. Her work on behalf of the married women of 
Florida has been mostly that of education. Since 1939 
she has toured the State of Florida at her own expense 
to speak at every town and hamlet and making innum- 
erable talks over the radio. During the early life of 
the movement she conducted a legal forum to which she 
invited every celebrity who reached Miami to discuss 
a proposed change in the laws pertaining to married 
women. Eight Florida newspapers carried Mrs. Mur- 
rell’s column which were for the purpose of educating 
people as to the need of changing these archaic laws. 
In 1940 she swung the Florida Bar Association behind 
this bill and was made chairman of the Committee of 
the Bar Association to rewrite the married women’s 
laws of Florida. As chairman, she named more women 
to this committee than had ever been previously ap- 
inted to any other Bar Association committee. 


1941 a took this bill to Tallahassee, the State 


Capital, and Senator Dewey M. Johnson led the fight 
this being the first time that a bill of this nature had 
ever reached the floor of either House. By 1941 the 
Florida Federation of Business and Professional Wo- 
men’s Clubs and the Florida Bar Association had 
thrown their weight behind this measure and it had 
ceased to be laughed at although it failed of passage. 


Anna Brenner Meyers, attorney of Miami and pres- 


ent State Legislative Chairman of the Florida National 
Association of Women Lawyers, was one of the first 


members appointed to the committee to rewrite these 


laws and she has worked diligently throughout the 
entire struggle. Mrs. Meyers accompanied Mrs. Mur- 
rell to the meeting of the legislature at Tallahassee 
in 1941. Among the women named on this committee 
was a young attorney from St. Petersburg, Mary Lou 
Baker. Miss Baker was a member of the House of 
Representatives in 1943 and has been diligent in sup- 
porting this bill. 


Having laid the groundwork for a strenuous fight 
in 1948, Mrs. Murrell again went to Tallahassee early 
in the 1943 session of the State legislature with the 
backing not only of the Florida Federation of Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs but also four other 
State-wide groups as well as fifty-two individual organ- 
izations. The National Association of Women Lawyers 
was one of the groups named. With this imposing 
backing she handed the bill as drawn by the Bar Asso- 
ciation and sponsored by Florida Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Clubs, to Senator 
Dewey M. Johnson in the Senate and to Mary Lou 
Baker in the House. This bill had a stormy session, 
being killed twice in the House and passed twice in 
the Senate with a large — 2 and during the last 
days of the session managed to push through the House 


by a small majority. This bill removes Florida from 
that group of more backward states to the position of 
the most modern. 

The Judiciary of Florida as a whole has been most 
kind and helpful in encouraging and advising women’s 
groups who have worked for these changes. The com- 
plete Florida Supreme Court has expressed itself as 
believing in the need for the removal of disabilities 
of coverture in several decisions. 

In the case of Caravasios et al. v. Vanderpool & Co., 
Inc., 182 Southern 603, Chief Justice Buford in render- 
ing the opinion which was concurred in by the entire 


“The reason, the necessity and the logic for disabilities 


But this is the function of the legislature and not 


As late as 1942, Justice Glenn Terrell, in the case 
of Merchant's Hostess Service of Florida, Inc., v. Cain 
et al., 9 Southern (2nd) 373, expressed himself as 
being in favor of removing the disabilities of coverture. 
In th this opinion Justice Terrell said: 


“The disability of coverture is a hangover from the old 
common law . there 


ppeared, 
every element on which it was predicated has been out- 
moded and discarded.” 


Of invaluable assistance was the support and co- 
tion of the Miami Business and Professional 

omen’s Club and the Dade Business and Professional 
Women’s Club and the Miami Branch of the National 
Association of Women Lawyers. Grateful acknowil- 
edgment is made of the splendid work done by Violet 
Dunham, legislative chairman of the Florida Federation 
of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, and 
Emma Roesing, legislative chairman of the South 
Florida Branch of the National Woman’s Party and 
Vina M. Betterley, prominent 1 woman and 
chairman of the Hialeah Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party. 

Although the Bar Committee of which this writer is 
a member is happy over the passage of this bill, it still 
realizes that much is yet to be done and is contin — 
to work in close co-operation with other business 
professional groups. Florida is one of the few States 
where women are welcomed as members of the Bar 
Association. The Miami Branch of the National Asso- 
ciation of Women Lawyers most of whose members 
in co-operation with the Association. 

(NoTE: This bill passed the Florida Legislature 
May 26, 1943. Florida became a modern state upon 
signature of the Governor on June 4, 1943.) 


“Habitual evils change not on a sudden, 
But many days must pass.” ROWE. 
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National Advisory Group Formed 


An Advisory Group to aid the National Woman’s 
Party, made up of eminent American women, has been 
announced by Nora Stanton Barney, granddaughter of 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who helped found the active, 
world-wide Equal Rights movement at Seneca Falls, 
N. V., in 1848. Mrs. Barney is the daughter of an- 
other great leader in the Woman Movement, Harriot 
Stanton Blatch. She has worked throughout her own 


Advisory —— made up of distinguished women who support 
the Equal Rig 
service. She accepted the invitation and began work at once. 
The Adviso 


evidenced,” Mrs. Barney Re 
women who are lending their support to our Advisory Group. 
There are women from all walks of life, women of all 

and all religious groups. The movement to raise the status of 
women is common to all women should have the support 
of all women.” 


Advisory Group are: Dr. Mary Woolley, former dent 
of the 11 Association of University Women; Annie W. 
Goodrich, former head of the Lale School of — Lavinia 
Dock, one of the founders of the International uncil of 
Nurses; Dr. Emily Dunning Bat r, first woman ambulance 
surgeon; Dr. Mary M. Crawfo ef of the Health Depart- 
ment of the Federal Reserve B 


Ha Irwin, novelist; Elizabeth Pickett Chevalier, writer 

— ht; Mary Pickford, moving picture actress; Elizabeth | 
: leader; founder of Trap- 
hagen 


ool of Fashion; — eefe, artist; Malvina 


out, of the Metropolitan Opera; Margaret Sanger, social re- 
— Lena Madesin Phillips, President of Internationa] Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Clubs; Josepha Whitney, former 
officer of the e of Women Voters; Katherine Houghton 
Hepburn, national leader in social reforms; Dr. Catherine Mac- 
Farlane, Vice-President of International Medical Woman's As- 
sociation; Dr. Helena T. Ratterman, leader in the recent success- 
ful fight for commissions in the Army for women doctors. 

One of the first to join the Advisory Group was Mrs. Josepha 
Whitney. Explaining her reason for — from a position 
of opposition to advocacy of the Amendment, Whitney said: 


gnize that the recent great changes in society 
demand of us alert minds, also ready to change. New 
conditions call for the united 40 rt of the women of 
the country for the Equal Rig Amendment. The 
Amendment is now imperatively demanded as a bul- 
wark of democracy against all forms of dictatorship 
under which women not only suffer the same loss o 
liberties as men but also lose other rights which men 
still retain. The Amendment will increase the self- 
respect of women. It will enco faith in their 
value to the State as human beings. It will give them 
a confidence in their sex which social customs as well 
as the law have long denied them.” 


another member of the Advisory Group, Gladys Swarthout, 


creasingly deplorable as women are coming more 
and 1 in every phase of our national life. 
men 


Dr. M E. Woolley expressed her seasons for supporting 
the Amendment in these words: 
“We are confron the most acute crisis in human 
history, a crisis to be met by human , men and 
women, on an equal basis. Anything less absolute 


equality is an anachronism in this year of our Lord.” 
Dr. Lena Madesin Phillips stated her tion as follows: 
“Women will never be — eal the Equal 
Rights Amendment is adopted. America does not want 
its women penalized because of a feudal tradition. 
America cannot afford to deny to its own women the 
very things for which we tell the world we fight.” 


Fannie Hurst, author; Inez 


— 


Our New State Committees 
By May FRANK RHOADES 


Welcome to our new State Chairmen and to the 
Branches of the National Woman’s Party they are so 
efficiently organizing! 

New hope for the passage of the Lucretia Mott 
Amendment comes with every letter announcing a new 
state branch. In every state there are women 
who have aided the Woman’s Party campaign for equal- 
ity although not formally organized into Woman’s 
Party branches. These women are now gathering 


around the new State Chairmen in the hope of render- 


ing, in this way, still more effective aid. 


In Indiana the new Chairman, Mary C. Kennedy, is the 
daughter of Mrs. Mary H. Kennedy, a pioneer in the — 2 
movement the first woman elected to a City Council 
Indiana. In a recent letter Mrs. Kennedy says: am an old 
lady. I have seen and worked with all the leaders and have 
mementoes of some of them. I will continue to do what I can so 
that at the close of this cruel war, women will take their place at 
the table and be able to accomplish something worthwhile 
for human — ** and for the equality of the sexes in the new 
world that will be born.” Her daughter, a teacher in the Lafay- 
ette schools, takes hold like an old campaigner. She was un- 
usually successful in gaining the cooperation of other women’s 

ore the Senate Judiciary. 


Clara C. Conroy, of Albany, Geo 
Chairman as the di 


result of the 
She wrote: “Last night 


Clara C. Conroy wrote: “I will accept 
of Georgia, and pledge to you the best 


one of the Founders of the National Woman's Party. Mrs. + 


nanian is well on the way toward a working state organization 
which will be ready to ction effectively when, as she sa 
“the Amendment comes to the Tennessee State Legislature 
ratification.” “We now have the nucleus of an organization,” 
she writes. “A vigorous campaign for education and informa- 
tion has been undertaken.” 

A telegram from Elizabeth Grew Bacon, who is now doing 
organization work in the mid-west, will explain what is happen- 

in Iowa. “Women’s Party of Iowa created,” she 

e President is Mrs. Grace Daniel of Des Moines. The Vice 
President is Grace Busby, also of Des Moines. They have under- 
taken to build up a statewide membership.” — 

Aurelle Burnside is the new Chairman in Arkansas. Miss 
Burnside has a long history of work for lity, ha come 
down from Yale, where she was a student in law, to help with 
the reorganization of the National Woman’s Party after the 
wining of suffrage. She has done much work for the movemeift 


while in residence in Alva Belmont House in Washi n at 


different times. Her acceptance of the State chairmanship will 
mean greatly increase activity in Arkansas, where she is also 


— vice president of the National Association of Women 
wyers. 

Dr. Margaret Sebree, our National 
mental in bringing us her i 


Women’s Press Club Endorses Amendment 


The Women’s Press Club of New York City adopted 
the following resolution May 9, 1948: 


“The Women’s Press Club of New York City endorses 
the amendment to the Federal Constitution that men 
and women shall have equal rights in all parts of the 
— 1 States and all territories subject to its jurisdic- 


The above resolution was sent to the National 


Woman's Party by Eleanor Pedrsen, Secretary of the 
Women’s Press Club. | | 


— — — 


4 
life to carry forw ec e for equality for : 
women — over a hundred years ago by her grand- 
mother. “My grandmother worked for woman’s rights / 
from 1840 to the time of her death,” says Mrs. Barney. | 
“My mother took up the crusade, and now I am mens 
to see it carried to its final stage with the passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment.” 
Mrs. Barney was invited by the National Council of the 
National Woman’s Party, at its March meeting, to organize an 
“Unive ty of interest in the Equal Rights movement is 
rgia, became Georgia State | 
on Equal Rights early af 
I heard Lena Madesin ps on the Forum o ir. I am 
so aroused that I want to become more fully informed as to the ai 
Amendment, and to offer my assistance, if and when it is | 
needed.” Before lo 
the State Chairmanshi 1 
I have to give.” 
In Germantown, Tennessee, is Beryl Hovnanian, who was ; 
brought into active interest by Martha Souder, of Philadelphi | | 
11 
ington, as our new Kentucky Chairman. Mrs. Hansen, a grad- if 
uate of Hamilton College and Transylvania University, is well 41 
known in her state, especially because of her musical interests. 1 
She has long been a believer in equal rights. Her branch is in af 
the initial stage 
| 
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June, 1943 


Another Milestone Passed 


(Continued from Page 46) 


I am confident of the suc- 
outcome on the Senate floor. Members of the 
Senate are finding it impossible to oppose liberty and 
= for American women when our nation is 
as great sacrifices for liberty and equality for the 
rest of the world.” 


Senator McFarland of Arizona (Democrat) said: 


It is a long, „ Bee that I have been working for 
the Lucretia Mott endment. I have never been able 
to see two sides to this question. I believe that this 
is a measure of democracy which is long overdue. 
I am glad that such a large number of my colleagues 
on the Judiciary Committee have come to this same 
point of view.” 


Also actuated by a spirit of gratitude, the Women’s 
Joint Legislative Committee for Equal Rights, made up 
of the representatives of 22 national women’s organ- 
izations, has sent letters of thanks to Senator Frederick 
Van Nuys, for his helpfulness in giving the Resolution 
first place on the agenda for May 24th; to Senator Har- 
ley Kilgore, for his devoted work as chairman of the 
Sub-Committee, which had the Amendment in charge; 
to Senator Ernest W. McFarland, for his continued and 
valiant efforts on behalf of the Amendment, over a long 

riod of time; to Senator Warren R. Austin, for his 

dership in debate on May 24th; to Senator Joseph C. 
O’Mahoney, for his exceptional efforts on behalf of the 
Amendment, not only now but throughout the years; 
to Senator William Langer, for his effective support 
preceding the final vote of the Committee; to Senator 
Carl A. Hatch, for his long continued support and help- 
fulness; to Senator Burton K. Wheeler, for his helpful 
leadership in securing the final vote; to Senator Ken- 
neth S. Wherry, for his efforts to assure the presence 


of a proxy at the meeting; and to Senators Alexander 


Wiley, Albert B. Chandler and Homer Ferguson for 
their favorable support. 


We owe a special debt of gratitude to some of our 
members who have given especially valued service in 
this crisis: To Caroline Lexow Babcock, Executive 
Secretary; Mrs. Elizabeth Grew Bacon, Mrs. Nora 
Stanton Barney, Connecticut, Chairman Advisory 
Group; Miss Estelle Bjerg, Chairman Arizona Branch ; 
Miss Laura Berrien, Treasurer; Mrs. Cecil Norton 
Broy, Political Chairman; Mrs. Henry Doorley, Ne- 
braska; Mrs. Elizabeth Forbes, Maryland; Mrs. Lucia 
Grimes, Michigan; Miss Edith Goode, Vermont; Mrs. 
Emma Guffey Miller, Pennsylvania; Mrs. W. H. Han- 
sen, Chairman Kentucky Branch; Mrs. Amelia Himes 
Walker, Maryland; Mrs. H. H. Horton, Wyoming; Mrs. 
Josephine Keal, Michigan; Miss Mary Kennedy, Chair- 
man Indiana Branch; Miss Laura Knight, Wyoming; 
Dr. Jeannette Marks, Chairman New York State 
Branch; Mrs. Izetta Jewel Miller, District of Columbia; 
Mrs. Margaret Moore, New York; Mrs. Phoebe C. 
Munnecke, Chairman Michigan Branch; Mrs. Ethel 
Ernest Murrell, Chairman Florida Branch; Miss Kath- 
erine Norris, Convener Women’s Joint Legislative 
Committee for Equal Rights; Mrs. Dora G. Ogle, Busi- 
ness Manager EQUAL RIGHTS; Miss Mollie Maloney, 
New York; Dr. Lena Madesin Phillips, Connecticut; 
Anita Pollitzer, Vice Chairman of the Congressional 
Committee; Miss Fannie Ratchford, Texas; Dr. Helen 
T. Ratterman, Ohio; Mrs. May Frank Rhoades, Pub- 
licity Chairman; Mrs. Gertrude James Robey, Purcell- 
ville, Va.; Miss Lillian Scott, Chairman New Mexico 
Branch; Dr. Margaret Sebree, National Secretary; 
Dr. Alma Jane Speer, District of Columbia; Mrs. Betty 
Gram Swing, Vermont; Mrs. Helena Hill Weed, Dis- 


trict of Columbia; Mrs. Helen Hunt W Florida; 
Miss Lizabeth Wiley, Wyoming; Miss Zaio Woodford, 
Michigan, and many others, too numerous to mention, 
who did whatever the moment called for. 

The favorable report of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the Senate on May 28th is a mosaic of the 
effort, sacrifice and clear-sighted vision of many. 


We Ask Action By The House Judiciary 


By KATHERINE A. NORRIS 
Convener of Women’s Joint Legislative Committee 
for Equal Rights 

The Women’s Joint Legislative Committee for Equal 
Rights held a meeting on the evening of May 28th at 
Alva Belmont House in Washington, following the re- 
port on the Equal Rights Amendment made that after- 
noon by Senator Austin to the United States Senate. 
It was arranged at the meeting that efforts should be 
forthwith undertaken to secure the passage of the 
Amendment through the House Judiciary Committee. 
Towards that end the Committee assumed responsi- 
bility for bringing the point of view of the Women’s 
Joint Committee to the members of the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

The following letter was drafted at the meeting, and 
has since been signed by the accredited representatives 
of all the organizations forming the Women’s Joint 
Committee, and sent to every member of the House 
Judiciary Committee: 


May 28, 1943. 


“TO THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
“THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Gentlemen: 

“The Women’s Joint Legislative Committee for Equal 
Rights, consisting of the officially designated represen- 
tatives of twenty-two national organizations of 
women which have endorsed the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, asks that the House Judici Committee give 


immediate and favorable consideration to this pro- 
posed Amendnient. 


“The Amendment was introduced in Congress on 
J * 6, 1943, by Representative Ludlow of Indiana, 
with 42 co-sponsors, and reads as follows: 


Men and women shall have equal ts 
throughout the United States and every place 
subject to its jurisdiction. 

‘Congress shall have power to enforce this 
Article by appropriate legislation.’ 


“We understand that the Amendment was considered 
by a sub-committee and reported back to your Com- 
mittee by a unanimous favorable vote on March 3, 1948. 


“Meanwhile, the Senate Judiciary Committee has 
considered the Amendment, and has, by a favorable 
vote of 12 to 5, reported the Amendment to the Senate, 
with changes which do not alter the objectives of the 
original Amendment. The report was made to the 
Senate on May 28, 1943. The Amendment is now on 
the Senate calendar. 


“We v respectfully urge your Committee to re- 
rt the Equal Rights Amendment to the House of 
presentatives as soon as possible. 


“Respectfully yours 


“WOMEN’S JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
FOR EQUAL RIGHTS” 


We are pleased to report that we now have two new 
members on our joint Committee: The Natio 
Women’s Osteopathic Association and The National 
Council of Women Chiropractors. 
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June, 1943 


Need of Women In 
Policy-Making Jobs Is Cited 


Outmoded prejudices that prevent women from hav- 
ing a voice in policy-making on major manpower prob- 
lems must disappear before the most effective utiliza- 
tion of women in the war effort can be achieved, Miss 
Margaret A. Hickey, chairman of the Women’s Advis- 
ory Committee of the War Manpower Commission, de- 
clared yesterday. 

Miss Hickey spoke before a South Atlantic regional 
conference of the American Federation of Soroptimist 
Clubs, which met at the Willard Hotel. 

“Women are needed on local and regional war man- 
power committees to help shape policy on the training, 
recruitment and placement of women,” she said. ‘ 8 
is important if the skills, abilities and talents of Amer- 
ican women are to be utilized to the best advantage 
now in the war effort and later in the postwar re- 
adjustment,” 

The women’s Advisory Committee, its chairman 

inted out, has held that the use of womanpower must 
be dealt with as an integral part of a co-ordinated pro- 
gram—a plan to utilize all our labor resources. To do 
that, she explained, the committee has called on man- 
agement, labor and Government itself to remove all 
barriers to the employment of women for jobs on which 
they are qualified or can qualify. 

The British, Miss Hickey said, have shed their preju- 
dices in connection with the employment of women 
much faster than we have. And in Russia, she con- 
tinued, “full equality of opportunity has flowered into 
full equality of sacrifice.” 

The speaker expressed the belief that most discrim- 
inatory practices are not intentionally built up. 

“But personal attitudes affect personnel relation- 
ships,” she pointed out. “Men prefer to work with 
men, especially at the higher leadership levels—in pri- 
vate business, professions and certainly in Government. 
According to 1941 figures, only 3.5 per cent of all ad- 
ministrative employes in the Federal service were 


women, while 19.6 per cent of all employes were women: 


“In view of the contribution that women are making, 
management, labor and Government should give willing 
and affirmative encouragement rather than grudging 
and indifferent acquiescence to the entrance of women 
into the upper bracket fields.” 

Miss Hickey continued, however, that women them- 
selves must be more aggressive about their opportuni- 
ties and duties. “We must give more thought to the 
working philosophy that must go along with profes- 
sional and technical equipment,” she declared. 

“Too much consideration is given to the superficial 
aspects of success. Women must go out willing to fight 
for the ideals they hold dear. They must realize that 
their professional, technical and cultural education is 
not enough, but they must make a valiant fight to see 
that their abilities are used. Talented, gifted women 
often lose out long before they get to the front lines, 
Simply because they do not have certain ingredients 
of dogged determination—the strength of purpose to 


overcome the obstacles.” 
(Washington Evening Star, May 3, 1943.) 


Sue S. White 


The members of the N. W. P. mourn the loss of their old 
colleague, Sue White, of Tennessee, on May 6th, 1943. 

Sue White was not only one of the spirited leaders of the 
militant suffrage campaign but was an ardent worker in the 
equal rights movement between men and women, and contrib- 
uted many brilliant articles to EQUAL RIGHTS, 

A fuller appreciation of her work will appear in the July issue. 


| 5 women's equality amendment now before the U 
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More Tributes To Mothers’ Day 


HON. FRANK A. BARRETT, 
Representative from Wyoming 


“Never before in our history have the mothers of America 
been called upon to make such sacrifices. 


“Many of us are prone to complain about the restrictions 
laced upon our normal activities. Well may we reflect today 
w trivial these inconveniences are com with the anxiety 
of our mothers for the welfare of th sons in the armed 
forces. Our 2 are fighting on every battlefront, on the land, 
on the sea, in the air. With humility in our hearts, let 
us raise our hats to the mothers of our fighting men. 

“Let the mothers of America be heard when the fighting is 
over and the peace is being written. They will certainly de- 
wo 

“Bearing the chief burdens of these perilous times, certainly 
the mothers of America are entitled to equality of rights under 
the law. I make this statement as one who is a 1 


ngress. 


HON. CLAUDE PEPPER, 
Senator from Florida 


“The test of any civilization is the way it treats its women. 
In the emancipation and recognition of equal rights for women 
is ko be seen the progress of the race. 


J hope this Mothers’ Day will find us all not — pouring 
out our hearts in gratitude to mothers, and in honor of mothe 
everywhere but that we shall resolve to build the kind of worl 
wherein women shal] not only enjoy the dignity and honor due 
to mothers but the equal rights gr 2 gee due to women. 
To this end I am working and shall continue to work for 


constitutional recognition of equal rights for the women of our 


country.” 


HON. FRANK W. BOYKIN, 
Representative from Alabama 


“One of the greatest tributes that can be paid to the mothers 
of our country would be the of rights to women 
as provided in the pending Equal hts Amendment. I hope 
that this measure of justice will not be 2 delayed. How 
can we talk about honoring our mothers on Mothers’ Day and 
refuse to * to the mothers of the country equal constitutional 
rights with men?“ 


HON. RICHARD F. HARLESS, 
Representative-at-Large of Arizona 


“The least tribute that should be paid to the American mother 
whose son is giving his blood and his life in battle for all 
humanity, is to t all women al rights with men. The 
— of the Equal Rights Am ent uld not be longer 


The “Weaker Sex” 


They used to call woman the weaker sex. She wasn’t 


strong 
enough for hard jobs, they used to say. She couldn’t take it. 


Women seldom argued this point. They just accepted the role 
and let it go at that. 


Now that the men are off to war, women seem to have devel- 
oped a sudden muscle, a toughness that no one suspected, There’s 
Adeline Richards, radio officer on a merchant ship. She has made 
six trips across the Atlantic. On her last trip, the ship encoun- 
tered a storm so wild that it washed lifeboats, ventilators, and 
cabin contents away, and subjected Adeline to rather rough 
treatment, Still Adeline is eager to get back to sea. 


In New Hampshire, women will man fire towers for the first 
time in the history of that State. They will perform all the 
duties ordinarily expected of men, such as packing in supplies 
at their station, cutting wood and carrying on general mainte- 
nance work. 


When Victoria Zacchini’s brother went to war, she took over 
his job. He was a human r in the circus. The Zacchinis 
have been human cannonballs for some years, but this is the 
first time any of their women folk have taken over. Victoria is 
not only making good, but she is putting the male Zacchinis to 
shame. When Victoria comes shooting out of the cannon, she 
doesn’t stop until she has cleared 200 feet. “This is the highest, 
— jump any Zacchini has done in 20 years of being human 
bullets,“ says her father. 

Can it be that the “weaker sex” has just been playing foxy“ 
all this time? 


From the Christian Science Monitor, May 6, 1943.) 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ : 


To THE NATION 


1* is amazing and very disappointing to find The 
Nation, known as the advocate of freedom for all 
races and peoples, opposing the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, which is a simple declaration of the principles 
of freedom applied to women. Does The Nation be- 
lieve that women are in a class apart, either unfit for 
freedoms that apply to men or superior to those 
freedoms? 


To say, as The Nation did editorially, that the Equal 
Rights Amendment would lower the status of women, 
is pure sophistry. At present women have not the 
same rights under the Constitution as men. The rights 
of a “person” guaranteed by the Constitution are the 
rights of men. This was emphasized recently by the 
Comptroller General’s ruling that women are not per- 
sons. Every man knows that the best protection he 
can have and the greatest privilege he can enjoy is a 
constitutional guarantee of equal rights and oppor- 
tunity with every human being in his country. Women 
need this same protection and can gain it only through 
the Equal Rights Amendment. Therefore it is obvious 


that the Equal Rights Amendment will raise the status: | 


of women. 


The Nation fears that the Equal Rights 1 
will deprive women of protective labor legislation. 


Instead the Equal Rights Amendment opens the way to 


more effective, fair, and intelligent labor legislation 


based on the job instead of on the sex of the worker. 


Men as well as women need the protection of shorter 
hours, better wages, and more healthful working con- 
ditions. The Fair Labor Standards Act, applying as 
it does to both men and women, is the pattern for labor 
legislation under the Equal Rights Amendment. 


The common-law status of women has been held over 


in some form or other in practically all of our States. 
Except where specific statutes abrogating them have 
been enacted, common-law principles regarding women 
apply. To enact specific statutes State by State has 


proved long drawn out and futile, for laws repealed by 


one legislature can be re-enacted by the next, and the 


indifference of legislators to these remnants ‘of medi- a 


evalism has been appalling. 
law discriminations against women were obliterated 
from State laws, women would still face the common- 


And even if all common- 


law interpretation of the Federal Constitution. The 


Equal Rights Amendment would wipe out the common- 
law status of women in the most clear-cut, efficient way. 

Like all opponents of the Amendment, The Nation is 
unduly concerned about the confusion the Equal Rights 
Amendment may cause and how it may overburden the 
courts, and not at all concerned about the present con- 
fusion regarding the status of women which varies 
from State to State and places a heavy handicap upon 
women. If legislatures and courts act intelligently, 
as we can expect them to do, there should be no con- 
fusion nor excessive litigation. 


The Nation has always been a champion of Negro 


men, applauding, as it should, the Supreme Court de- 
cisions which have held that Negro men are eligible 
for jury service and that they must be tried by juries 
which include members of their race. So far as I know, 
The Nation has never tried to remedy the injustice of 
the Supreme Court ruling that jury service may be 
limited to males. 


In these days when we are measuring our ideals of 


\ 


Women Are Not Persons, A New Edition of Questions and ö 
Answers 4.05 
| 10 for $.15—100 for $1.00 
Equal Rights By Amendment—Pearl Buck 10 for $.05 
Letter to the New York Times—Anita Pollitzer 10 for $.05 
Statements on 2 Equal Rights Amendment by 


| 10 for $.05 
Margaret Culkin Banning for Equal Rights.........0 for $.05 
The Freedom of Women—Burnita S. Matthewa IO for $.05 
Speeches Over WOR—Mollie Maloney and Lena 

PMadesin Phillips 10 for $.05 
Equal Rights Vs. Sex Disqualification Removal 10 for $.10 
The Protection of the Equal Ri Amendment— 

Lame He = 10 for $.05 


10 for $.05 
10 for $.10 


The Blindness of the Exceptional W 
Do You Know? 


Send Orders to 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B Street, Northeast Washington, D. C. 


vention. 


be gladly received for 


tury America; Boas, 
Woman and Wealth; Breekenri 


Douglas, Public 
hood and Its 


free government with our democratic practices, the 
time is ripe for the adoption of the Equal Rights 
Amendment which will extend to women complete citi- 
zenship and equal protection of the law. 


Florence Bayard Hilles Library 
MARY ELIZABETH DOWNEY, Librarian 


The Library is undergoing a delightful change with 
the addition of six sections of new shelving. 


Sunday afternoon meetings are increasingly interest- 
ing in attendance and program. Response to requests 
for speakers and book reviews is easily met, many sug- 
— 42 their own subjects. Each person on the pro- 

has a specia! following which helps spread the 
— work and builds up membership. Any city might 
create such p ams Where there are state branches 
of the National Woman's Party. 


CALENDAR AND PROGRAM, JULY 19 
Declaration of Woman’s Rights—Seneca Falls Con- 


BOOKS WANTED 


The Los Angeles School Women’s Council writes that the 
forthcoming issue of Who's Who in America” has been ordered 


for the Library. 
The following list of books is suggested as gifts which would 
e collection: Adams, Dorothie Bobbe; 


Addams, James Weber Finn; Atherton, Immortal Marriage; 


Barnes, and Dumond, Weld-Grimke Letters; Beard, America 


Through Women’s Eyes; Benson, Women in Highteenth Cen- 
Women’s Education Begins; Branch, 
„Marriage and the Civic 
— of Women; omen in Twentieth Cen- 
ry; Brittain, Testament of Youth: Burns, Educational History 
of ‘Ohio: Burstall, Education of Girls in the United States; 
Impressions of Education in 1908; Burstall, 
chools for Girls; Burton, District School as It 
Was; Burton, Education of Women in China; Bi Womar- 
t; Burwell Spat Life in Virginia Be 
fore the War; Ca e, Creoles of Louisiana; Campbell, Anne 
Bradstreet and Hee” Time; Campbell, Household Economics; 
Cannon, Education of Women During the Renaissance; Carlton, 
Education and Industrial Evolution; Cary, Letters on F 


Character; Chadwick, Study and Practice of Medicine by Women. 


= 
{ NEW. LEAFLETS 
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| Gladys Swarthout, Katherine 

Buck, Jeannette Marks, Dr. Arthur M. Schlesin- 

f ames Truslow Gram Swi 

| 
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oman—Alma 
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